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As the first and only cat café in Omaha, Nebraska, Felius Cat Café & Rescue strives to transform cat welfare through
rescue, inclusive experiences, and educational programming. Our café serves as a sanctuary for rescue cats, offering a
safe, loving, and cage-free environment while they await their forever homes. 

Rescue
Felius cats are rescued from the streets, born in our care, or owner surrendered. Our unique cage-free shelter provides a
safe space for these animals, where Omaha community members can bond over their mutual love of cats. We also
provide free trap-neuter-return (TNR) services, helping humanely control Omaha metro's large feral cat population. 

In addition, we operate a volunteer-based Maternity Ward, which gives pregnant feral cats a safe space to give birth and
nurse their kittens. Once the kittens are weaned, we are able to socialize and adopt them through our café. Our maternity
ward not only saves the lives of kittens, but it also provides feral moms with a chance for a better life, as they are given
proper care before being TNR'd or adopted into loving homes.

Inclusive Experiences
We are committed to providing inclusive guest experiences for all. Our café is designed to be a welcoming and
accessible space for people of all abilities and backgrounds. We believe that everyone should have the opportunity to
enjoy feline companionship, which is why we offer a range of experiences for guests to interact with our rescue cats.
From lounging in our cozy cat-themed spaces to participating in educational workshops, there is something for everyone
at our café.

Educational Programming
Our café provides free educational opportunities for visitors to learn about cat welfare and the importance of responsible
pet ownership. Through our programming, we aim to inspire and empower individuals to make a positive impact in the
lives of cats and in their communities. We are committed to our mission and are grateful for the support of our
community, which allows us to continue our work and make a difference in the lives of cats in Omaha and beyond.

This report will highlight our achievements and progress throughout 2022, and demonstrate the impact we have made in
the lives of cats and the Omaha community.

about our work
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a message from 
our  president

Dear friends and supporters of Felius Cat Café & Rescue,

As we dive into 2023, I wanted to take a moment to reflect on all that we have accomplished in 2022. This has
been a banner year for our organization. We achieved amazing milestones in our mission to help cats and
promote animal welfare in the Omaha metro area.

Since opening day, we have successfully adopted over 940 cats to loving homes, 208 cats in 2022 alone. By
implementing rigorous vetting protocols and providing best-in-class foster care, in 2022 we achieved a 98% live
release rate! We also made a significant impact through our trap-neuter-return program, helping 109 Omaha
metro cats. In total, we have TNR'd 640 cats and humanely prevented over 600,000 kittens from being born on
Omaha streets over the next seven years.

None of this would have been possible without the incredible support of our board, staff, and volunteers. This
year, volunteers donated a total of 28,000 hours to help us achieve our mission. Their time was spent
socializing, fostering, and transporting rescue cats. We are truly grateful for each and every one of you who
have helped us make a difference.

As we look ahead to 2023, we are excited to announce that we have plans to expand our operations and reach
even more felines in need. We are working hard to secure funding for a bigger, better cat café and to engage
new areas within the community.

I am so proud of what we have achieved together this year and I am confident that we will continue to make a
positive impact in the lives of cats in the coming years. I would like to extend my sincerest thanks to all of our
supporters and volunteers, who make our mission possible.

Sincerely,
Bre Phelan, 
Board President
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our priorities

With over 940 adoptions under our belt, our number one goal is to rescue
Omaha metro cats and match them with the best possible home. We pride
ourselves on thoroughly vetting each applicant and educating them on the
nuances of pet ownership. What also makes our rescue unique is our ability
to give cats a stress-free experience. From their initial stay in one of our
loving foster homes, all the way through introduction into our cat playroom,
we always have their best interest at heart.

#1  Adoptions

We are one of a few Omaha metro organizations that offer free 
Trap-Neuter-Return (TNR) services. Since launching our program in 2019,
we have trapped over 640 community cats and enabled them to have
longer, happier lives while humanely reducing birth rates. This service is
invaluable in areas of the community that don't have easy access to vet care
or the resources to trap and transport cats to vet appointments. Over 40% of
our TNR jobs are conducted in areas below the Omaha poverty line.

#2 Trap-Neuter-Return

Felius offers a unique space for Omaha cat advocates to connect, engage,
and share their passion for rescue. Over 35,000 community members have
visited our café over the years and shared their stories of rescue and
adoption, spreading our mission across the Omaha metro. We also bring
them together during special events, like our outdoor shelter building
workshops and TNR educational events.

#3  Community Engagement
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While working a TNR job, we found three-month-old Fig living among the cat
colony residents. After a trip to the vet, we learned that Fig had a condition
called Petcus Excavatum. In Fig’s case, his ribs were actually fused to parts of
his spine, causing pressure on his internal organs. Day-to-day, Fig was like any
normal cat, but he would get tired fast and his respiration rate was elevated
due to the placement of his heart. We took Fig to several specialists and also
conducted a DNA test to rule out genetic disorders. Ultimately, it was decided
that the least risky course of action was to see if Fig could outgrow his
condition and enable his organs to shift. Over time, his condition has improved,
but he still requires close attention and care. His long term foster has officially
adopted Fig and he continues to be a beloved member of the Felius family. 

Fig
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At Felius, we never shy away from a challenge. And that includes taking on more difficult medical cases. It is
beyond rewarding to see how much a cat can transform given the proper care, time, and tons of love. Below are
just two of our special cases from 2022.   

taking on the tough cases

Pinot was found with an injured hip in the Blackstone District. Our friends at
Nite Owl called us for help and we were able to capture this sweet girl. After a
trip to the vet, it was determined that she was likely struck by a car and her hip
had been severely broken. She would require a Femoral Head Ostectomy, a
procedure that removes the femoral head and neck of the femur in order to
alleviate pain and give back some normal range of motion. After a long
recovery period, Pinot's story ended by getting adopted to a home with another
kitty who had undergone the same surgery! Pinot is now living a pain-free,
happy life thanks to the support of our amazing volunteers and donors.

Pinot



volunteers

volunteers hours donated, 94% of
which were dedicated to cat care.

28k
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cats found their way to felius in
2022, an average of one every day.

348
cat welfare community

engagement

cats were matched with their 
 forever homes and adopted.

209

community cats helped through
our TNR program, humanely
preventing over 140k kittens from
being born over the next 7 years!

109

live release rate for 2022, thanks
to our amazing foster program
and vetting protocols.

98%

cat play sessions enjoyed by
community members, a 33%
increase from the previous year.

11k

volunteers opened their homes to
felius cats in need, with 11 new
fosters onboarded.

41

adoption applications processed.

592

TNR help requests processed, on
par with the previous year.

74

users engaged with our website,
up 32% from last year.

52k

community members engaged at
live events across the Omaha
metro area.

1.8k

users reached with our social
media content, an over 30%
increase from the previous year.

298k

our impact in 2022



2018 2019 2020 2021 2022

$300,000 

$200,000 

$100,000 

$0 

Cat Playroom Entry Fees
49%

Coffee Bar Sales
24.4%

Adoption Fees
16.8%

Merch Sales
8.2%

Membership Dues
1.6%

revenue and expense analysis
Over the past four years, we have consistently demonstrated steady growth, reflecting the efficient management of program
expenses while accounting for rising costs. Despite the challenges posed by the pandemic, we were able to retain key staff
members and continue providing essential rescue and adoption services to Omaha metro cats in need. Our results
showcase the strength of our financial acumen, the resilience of our organization, and our commitment to making a positive
impact in our community. 2022 brought additional challenges with rising supply costs and vetting cost increases, but we
were able to persevere and deliver results similar to 2021.

Felius Impact Report 2022

2022 earned revenue

$171k

2022 contributed revenue

$70k

2022 expenses

$249k

of felius guests self reported as
non-white, a 100% increase over
the previous annual survey.

20%
of felius guests self reported as
female, non-conforming, or 
non-binary. 

86%
did you know?

Earned Revenue Contributed Revenue

Monetary Donations
75.5%

In-Kind Donations
24.5%

2022 Earned 
Revenue Sources

$0 $25,000 $50,000 $75,000 $100,000

Cat Rescue 

Payroll 

Lease 

Professional Fees/Subscriptions 

Credit Card/Bank Processing Fees 

Coffee Bar 

Utilities 

Advertising 

Insurance 

Interest 

2022 Contributed 
Revenue Sources

2022 Expense 
Breakdown

Expenses
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 board & committee leads

Bre Phelan
President & Founder

Molly Buskirk
Vice President & Rescue Lead

Eric Kaplan
Board Advisor

Dr. Angela Kade
Board Advisor

Brandi Holys
Board Advisor

Amy Lawrenson
Board Advisor

David Knapp
Board Advisor

Kristen Beck
Board Advisor

Eryn Swan
Board & Rescue Advisor

Laurie Hageman
Café Manager

Amanda Guidero
Foster Care Coordinator

Rachel Sutko
TNR & Maternity Ward Lead

Kimberly Van Den Akker
Adoption Coordinator

Melissa Bergoch
Adoption Coordinator

Debbie Klinkerman
Adoption Coordinator

Becky Knightly
Adoption Coordinator
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our volunteers

Abby Bergen
Abby Goodrum
Abby Noble
Alyssa Brunswick
Amanda Hostert
Amanda Phillips
Ann Thierstein
Anna Preston
Asha Narayan
Ashley Edwards
Ashley Rollins
Aysha Blake
Becky Knightly
Brandon Checchi
Brian Phillips
Carolyn Kirby
Christi Monson
Claire Yocom
Clarence Goodwin Jr
Correta Gagnon
Courtney Kobza
Craig Adams
Dana Oltman
David Esparza
Deanne Caulfield
Debbie Klinkerman
Delaney Wheeler
Diane Erdmann
Dominika Jedinak
Edna Jasa
Elisa Sinovic
Elizabeth Ortega
Emily Hartzell
Emma Kresock
Emma Wojnicki
Eric Candela
Faeline Thayer
Gabriela Mcclelland
Gabriella Quiroz-Leavitt
Gabrielle Misiunas
Gerilyn Eicher
Gillian Austin
Grace Ohland
Guadalupe Guzman
Hailey Krogel
Heather Markanovich
Heidi Green

Jamie McLaughlin
Jen Lutz
Jen Steger
Jennifer Fitzgibbons
Jennifer Lutz
Karla Starman
Katherine Mayer
Kathleen Franco
Kimberly Bierbaum
Kirsten Tessa Antonio-Tolentino
Kyla Hildebrand
Leah Edwards
Lily Parizek
Lisa Miller
Lupe Guzman
Mandie Montag-Quinn
Mary Wilcox
Maureen Tierney
Megan Yank
Melissa Bergoch
Michelle Bottrell
Mykala Keil
Nicole Ostrander
Rena O'Connor
Ryan Suhr
Sadie Keesler
Sarah Greenwood
Sarah Jennings
Sasha Castellane
Shauna Gelbart
Shayla Stater
Shelby Bussard
Sophie Spicci
Stephanie Swift
Sue Jaspersen
Sydney Andre
Tara Kirkland
Tara Vaughan
Terri Joy
Tessa Antonio-Tolentino
Theresa Crnkovich
Tina Blaser
Tracy Hiltbrand
Wendi Harroun
Yuka Collison
Zachary Engle

playroom attendants fosters
Afton Palmer
Amanda Frazier
Amanda Guidero
Amy Dennis
Dr. Angela Kade
Ann Thierstein
Ashley Rollins
Becky Doebelin
Bre Phelan

Bridget Chatterson
Chris Wolfgang
Courtney Schaffart
Dmitry Mikulin
Elizabeth Yearwood
Emma Beswick
Erin McArthur
Holly Britton
Jackie Berry
Joni VanDyke
Kathy Boden
Kim Van Der Akker
Lisa Seier
Marcia Smith
Mawada Mohammed
Melissa Bergoch
Molly Buskirk
Molly Pagels
Nicole Schermerhorn
Rachel Day
Rachel Sutko
Samantha Pollard
Sarah Jones
Shannon Davis
Tara Larson
Teresa Wollen

maternity ward
Rachel Sutko
Joni VanDyke
Molly Pagels



Abby Collins
Abdul Safi
Abigail Bechtel
Afton Palmer
Aimee Schlegel
Akeyla Holloway
Alex Fernandez
Alexandra Ward
Alfred Fisher
Alice Barmore
Alisa Nicole
Alisha Cobb
Allison Blatchford
      In honor of Holly Sesker
Allison Jessing
Allison Meisenheimer
Allison Norris
     In honor of Zoey
Alyssa Brunswick
Alyx MacKay
Amanda (Danihels) Parrish
Amanda Bak
Amanda Flynn
Amanda Guidero
Amanda Naber
Amanda Wilson
Amanda Wood
Amber Obregon
Amber Watters
Amy Goering
Amy Lawrenson
     For Lucy, in honor of Ari and Logan
Amy Queck
Amy Saklar-Behrens
Andrea Howard
Andrew Koraleski
Ane Abraham
Angela Bobbett
Angela Chaney
     For Buttercup and Sammy
Angela Ferrante
Angela Lipovsky
     In honor of our sweet Frankie 
Ann Phelps
Ann Thierstein
Anna Lopez
Anne Clark
Anne Snipes
Annette Petersen
     On behalf of our beautiful Paris
Annie Bertsch
Anny Maro
Anthony Chau
Any Jo Thalken
April Koske
 

April Shields
    In honor of Cat & Edgar
Arlyn Wiepking
Art Moskowitz
Ashley Burcaw
Ashley Ericksen
Ashley Rollins
Austin Gilinsky
Baird Holm
Barb Fitzgibbons
Barb Ness
Barbara Biederman
Barbara Ruser
Barbara Jessing
Berkshire Hathaway Energy
Blackstone Food Hall
Bobbi Stark
Bobbie Brooks

Bonnie Kimberly
Brandie Abrams
Bonnie York
Brenda Boyle
Brenda Murillo
Brian Orme
Bre Phelan
Brittany Bauer
Brittany Reeves
Brittany Wineinger
Buddah Petal
Carissa Dreier
Carol Leth
Carol Radke
Carolyn Field-Pandis
Carrie Huber
Carrie McDaniel
Catherine Lorenz
Catherine Moore
Cathy Yinger
Celeste Groenjes

Chantelle Green
Charise Alexander
Charities Aid Foundation of America
Charleen Buswell
Charles Smith
Cheryl Vacek
Cheyene Campbell
Chris Cook
Chris Gillette
Christina Brigman
      In loving memory of Jake
Christina Farahani
Christina Pelley
Christina Steinhauser
Christine Gillette
Christine Poulin
Cinde Blake
Claire Haire

Claire Jackson
Claire Yocom
Clark Anderson
Clark Thompson
Claudia Defuria
Cody Renshaw
Constance Beeson
Cory Vandenakker
Craig Connolly
Cristen Bennett
     In honor of Miss Parker Baby
Crystal Dunsing
Damon Samuel
Dan Crowell
Dana Kochheiser
Daniel Ryan
Dara Spivack
David Gherman
David Knapp
David Nassi
David Phillips
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our donors
David Roszelle
Dawn Cellar
Dawn Dvorak
     In honor of my dear Lucy
Dayna McCormick
Dean Pierce
Debb Rea
Debbie Klinkerman
Denise Willett
Derek Dreier
Derek Homann
Desiree Johnson
Diana Jussila-Welsher
Diana Wilkins
Diane Opry
     In honor of Moe, Annie, Lillie, 
     Tigger, Ozzie and Izzy O'Pry
Diane Watson
Diego Kientz
Don Zwink
Divorce Analytics
      In honor of Olliver Kirilloff
Donna Farlow
Ed Hink
Elizabeth Arndt
Elizabeth Brockley
Elizabeth Fritton
      In honor of Lexi, Trent, & Harvey
Elizabeth Sims
Emily Füger
Emily Popelka
Emily Ray
Eric Kaplan
Eric Plemel
Eric Queck
Eric VonDollen
Erica Corwin
     In memory of Arthur
Erica LaVigne
Erica Wright
Erica Strickland
Erin Duffy
Erin Hawkins
Erin Houser
Erin Plouzek
Eryn Swan
Faith Rose
Fatima Fuentes
Fidelity Charitable
Frank Rozmus
G2.com Inc
Gail Heavican
Gail Messler
Gary Kalis
Geri Mobley



Gina Wesson
Gracie Wahl
Greg Daake
Greg Hollinger
Hailey Nourse
Heather Babka
Heather Bruce
Heather King
Heather Tilson
Heather Veik
Ilsa Heinicke
Jacquelyn Mockelstrom
Jaime Kratky
Jaimee Rogers
James Bennett
James Gehrken
James Hanson
James Welch
Jana Benitez
Janet Houston
Janeth Cano
Janice Phelan
Jaymie Reiners
Jayne Felthauser
Jean Allen
Jeff Christenham
Jeffrey Lowe
Jen Fitzgibbons
Jen Swanson
Jenée Monaco
Jenna Bierma
Jenna White
Jenner Poppe
Jennie Murciego
Jennie Zulkoski
Jennifer Bauer
Jennifer Hamlin
Jennifer Kellogg
Jennifer Mytty
Jennifer Tyler
Jennifer Walker
Jessica Kadavy
Jessica Powell
Jessica Underwood
Jill Menke
Jill Orton
Jill Perry
Jill Van Denburg
Jill Wilson
Jill Yechout
Jillian Miller
Joan Bauer
JoAnn Ford
JoAnne Meyers

John McDevitt
John Pollack
Joseph Whistman
Joslyn Bates
Joy Rich
Judy Balsley
Julia Harney Stamps
Julie Bohn
Julie Driftmier
     In honor of Gypsy aka Sophie
Julie Whistman
Karen Wali
Karen Williams
Karen Zingle
Kari and Joe Kmetz
Kari Munk
Kate Romain
Katherine Sanabria

Kathleen Kendall
Kathleen Nolan
Kathryn Johnson
Kathryn Marvin
Kathryn Sjuts
Kathy Hromanik
Kathy Penkert
Katie Fitzpatrick
Katrina Markel
Kayla Meyer
Kelly Armstrong-Hirsh
Kelly Barber
Kelly Leflett
Kelly Steenbock
Kelsey Skey
Kelsi Osterman
Keri Rheinfrank
Kerri O'Connell
Kim Carle
Kim Sexton

Kimberle Carle
Kimberly Mitchell
Kimberly Sharp
Kimberly Smith
Kini Allen
Kira Will
Kirstyn Wood
Kong Richards
Kourtney Kaisershot
     In remembrance of Princess
Kris Cooper
Kris Pronske
     In honor of Archie and Amelia
Kristen Rodgers
Kristi Harrington
     In memory of my boy Tiger
Kristi Jones
Kristin Polidoro

Kristy Topa
Kros Strain Brewing Company, LLC
Kurtis Stewart
Kyle Coppock
     In honor of Tara, Amanda and Rich
Lam Support Services LLC
Lana Hanson
Lara Compton
      In honor of Mervin Compton
Laura Jones
Laura Walker
Lauren Kennedy
Lauri Cordy
     In memory Pat Shirey
Laurie Rogers
Laurie Winkelbauer
Leanne Carlson
Leanne Salyer
      In memory of "Commissioner Gordon" 
      Rummel, beloved companion
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our donors
Leanne Whetstone
Leigh Gardner
Leslie Cochran Wilson
Lexi Walker
Linda Fugitt
Linda Karas
Linda Miller Henry
Linda Purcell Rogers
Linda Snider
Lindsay Jonas
Lindsay Lee
Lindsay Roth
Lisa Babcock
Lisa Dobbs
Lisa Downey
Lisa Geist
Lisa Miller
Lisa Seier
Lisa Stamp
Lori Gallant
Lori Justman
Lorraine Swanson
Lynn Raymond
Lynne Fellini
M L Gomez
Mara Escowitz
Marci Sesker
Mardi de Verges
      To the kindness of Jean    
     Incontro
Margaret Smith
      From Lyla Hurt’s charity  
      allowance fund
Maria Gomez
Maria Shellman
Maria Vieyra
Marj Phillips
Mark Julin
Mark Kwasnieski
Marlene Pietzyk
Marlene Sellers
Marlene Wtewart
Marnie Malone-Spicka
Marte Mejstrik
Martha Horan Franklin
Marty Nelson
Mary Gentrup
Mary Helms
Mary Hughes
      In honor of Jimmie Ruth Russell
Mary Kaye Stoeber
Mary Koraleski
Mary Wendland
Mary Wilcox



MaryAnne MacDonald
MaryKen HelmsOlson
MaryLisa James-Spielman
Max Nimsakont
      In memory of Franklin
Meaghan Milburn
Megan Durham
Megan Eshelman
Megan Joiner
Megan Losee
Megan Martin
Megan Mountford
Megan Thomas
Megan Tomczak-Maxwell
Melanie Galvan
Melissa Bally
Melissa Bergoch
Melissa Christiansen
Melissa Lubash
Melissa McFadden
Melissa Stebbins
Mellissa Halsey-Perris
Melody Galvan-Schmidt
Mia Pinto
Michael Ivers
Michael McRoberts
Michal Chaplin
Michele Silberstein
Michele Wolford
Michelle Brown
Michelle Huffman
Michelle Murray
Michelle Synowiecki
Michelle Weiner
Michelle Wilson Gullett
Mikala Farrier
Mikala Tomes
Mike Klemme
Miranda Borchardt
Molly Buskirk
Molly Braden
Molly Luebbert
Monette Bauer
Morgan Thompson
Nancy Cooke
Nancy Huber
Natalia Aspelund
Natalie Jasa
Network For Good
Nick Oleson
Nicole Anderson Ericksen
Nicole Schermerhorn
Nicole Simon
Olivia Burgher
Olivia Christenham
Olivia Waller

Omaha Community Foundation
Paige Rauso
Pamela Behle
Patricia Fugitt
Patricia Langner
Patricia Lemniy
Patricia Paschang
      To Shawn
Patricia Williams
Paul David
Paula Houlden
PayPal Giving Fund
Pegeen Reilly
Peggy J Helms
Perry Woodbury
Rachel Irwin
Rachel Schure
Randy Moser

Rebecca Gardner
Rebecca Knightly
Regina Bulnes
Remkea Ockander
Renee Bundy
Renee Horsley
Reneelynn Parker
Rhonda Calcatera
Rhonda Krell
Rhonda Sansom
      In memory of Spencer
Rita Kerr
Rob and Rachel Rutar
Robert Lopez
Ronald Renshaw
Roz Gehrken
Rosalyn Bethke
Rowan Corzine
Rowan Wyatt
Russell Bleakney
Ryan Phelan
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our donors
Ryan Suhr
Sally Harrison
Sam Jacobson
Samantha Anderson
Samantha Antes
     In honor of Maddison
Samantha Luebbert
Sandra Dougherty
Sandra Royuk
Sandy Tyler
Sara Chavez
Sara Holman
Sara Houser
     For my beloved aunties
Sara Jones
Sara Ochsner
Sarah Dillon
Sarah George

Sarah Moser
Sarah Patton
Sarah Rothermund
Sarah Seeman
      In honor of Mia
Sarah Smith
Sarah Starr
     In memory of Cope 3/04/19
Sarah Swanger
Scott Hermreck
Sean Lewis
Sedona Kadavy
Selma Kessler
Shannon Becker
Sharon Dall
Sharon Fischer
Shawn Rishling
Shea Lechner
Sheena Basnett
Sheila Fitzgerald
Sheila Irish
Shelley Ernst

Shelly Ferrante
Shelly Pawlusiak
Sheri Cackin
    In honor of Donna & Ken Eckles
Sheryl Roach
Sheryl Wright
Simran Makandar
Sofia Starcic
Soni Fabry
     In memory of Dart and her Good 
     Samaritan, Kristen Job. 
Sonya Beach
Sophie Spicci
Soraya Beiraghi
Spreetail Foundation
Stacey Bristol
Stefanie Reuss
Stephanie Fricke
Stephanie Horn
     In honor of my first cat, Fluffy
Stephanie Martens
Stephanie Moss
Steven Barton
Steven Blume
Susan Balvanz
Sybil O'Brien
Sylvia Samuel
Tabitha Show
Tammy Wageman
Tara Larson
Tara Vaughan
Terry Fegter
Terry Tonkinson
The Blackbaud Giving Fund
The Occasional Collective
Theresa Levi
Tiffany Schmitt
Tiffany Ward
Tim Ivins
Tina Vanlandingham
Tomas DeSantiago
Tracey Jipson
Tracey Johnson
Tracy Hiltbrand
Tricia Brewer
Uyoung Suggs
Valerie Emery
Vicki Pipher-Moore
Victoria Ackermann
Victoria Kowal
Victoria Rabiola Thomas
Vince Tranchida
Wendy Brown
Wendy Larson Cooper
Wendy Queck
Whitney Robertson
Yuka Collison
Zachary Engle
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detailed financials

* Due to inflation, payroll increases, and an increase in vetting costs.

* 



acknowledgments
Felius Cat Café & Rescue wants to acknowledge the hard work of the following

organizations that make our mission possible! 
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